
Chairman Scott Thomas 
Federal Election Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20463 

Perrv Vais 
2660 Easi 2Bth Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11235 

March 22,2000 

Dear Chairman Thomas. 

I am writing to bring to your attention several violations of law in the 1998 campaign of 
Congressman Tony Weiner (9" District, New York). 

Mr. Weiner reported a debt of $3300.00 to M & R Management, P.O. Box 867, Lynbrook, New 
York for office rent. Mr. Weiner's campaign headquarters was located on an extremely busy street in 
Brooklyn. The monthly rents in this area approach the $3300.00 that Mr. Weiner filed for a reporting 
period. Clearly, this rental is below market value. Additionally, I am unaware if Mr. Weiner repaid this 
debt. If not, the debt should be considered a contribution. If it is a contribution, It violates the rule 
prohibiting corporate contributions and exceeds the contribution limit. 

It would not be the first time Mr. Weiner accepted corporate money. He accepted a corporate 
check for $250.00 from United Snacks, Inc. We i s  either guilty of poor compliance or worse, a lack of 
regard for FEC regulations. 

I have also enclosed an audit recently released by the New York City Campaign Finance Board, 
which regulates municipal elections in New York City. As a member of the City Council, Mr. Weiner was 
guilty of various violations of the city rules. Mr. Weiner also used non-federal campaign funds to assist 
his congressional campaign. He donated funds to several Queens political campaign committees (see 
Exhibit II of Campaign Finance Board audit), specifically Friends of Addabbo and Friends of Koslowitz. 
Addabbo and Koslowitz are both Queens county candidates for office. Mr. Weiner's Council district did 
not come close, geographically, to either candidate's area. Mr. Weiner's congressional district however, 
includes parts of each area. Mr. Weiner used his non-federal council political committee to assist his 
congressional effort in 1998,. This is a gross violation of FEC regulations. 

Mr. Weiner's track record with the New York City Campaign Finance regulatory agency leads me 
to question the honesty of his federal filings. 

- Sincerely, 

SWORN TO BEFORE 

ARACELI BRYAN 
NOTARY PUBLIC. State of f lew YOrk 

Nn 24-4918254 
~ 

Qualified in Kings 
commission Expires 



Feb- 4,2000 
. .  

CAMPMGN F " C E  B O m  
FMAL AUDIT REPORT OF 

COMMITTEE TO ELECT m R  

BACKGROLW 

AmongfhcpmpclsesoftheCampign FinaYlceAct(the"Ac~")aretod~thelroleofpn'vasrmoney 

in New York City elections, to increase the information available to the pubiic about elections md 

~ d i ~ ~ p a i ~  firmancc~. wd to promotemeaningful compelition among candidates. To whieve 
. .  

thtseends, t h e ~ ~ F : i n a n e e B o a k d ( t h e " B o a r r P " ) w a s m e a t % d t o ~  rhevoluntarycampaign 
Finance Program. which provides public matching funds to candidates who a@ee:coabidr bythe Act's 

contribution limits, expenditure limits, and compreht~ive public divclosuec provisions. 

The rable below provides detailed information about the candidate: 

Name: Anthony D. Weina 

Ofice: City Council ID. EB Distsict: 43 

Cenification Date: 3/28/97 

2 For 1 Matching: 

Primary: No 1996 (ifapplicablej $40,000 

General: No Primary: $124,000 

General: - . E 124,000 

Contribution Limit: $3,550 

Expenditure Limit: 

Principal Cornmitree: Committee to Elect Weher 

Other Committees: None 

Pany : Ballot Status: PWGE 

Democrat 'PK 
Dcmocrat GE 



REVIEW SCOPE ,AND OBJEC T W S  

Boardstaffptxfomedareview ofthe~~arPdncordso~~cCorPunietet. Thenview c o v d  

the informationdisclosed in the Committee's hrincialdisciosure statemenu scventhrough seventeen, 

covering the period :born January 21, I994 through JMUary 11,1998. Appedix # l  of rhis repoar 

provides a detailed breakdown of receipt3 and disbursements reported by the Committee and recorded 

on the Board's Campaign Finance Information System ("CFIS"), including a sumnlary ofpublic funds 

payments. 

Theobjectives ofthe Boerd's~vieww~~occnsure~~t(1)thecon~buti~nandexpnndihPelimjts 

wmadhercd to; (2)fmciaJ ~acrionswcreascusablynponedanddocumented;, (3)adeqwrebooks 

and records were maintained by h e  Committee to danonstratc compliance withthe Actand Campaign 

Finance Board Rules; aid (4) the correct mount ofpublic funds wasreceived byhC!omrnittec andwas 

disbursed in accordance wirh the Act's requiremcn!s. 

Commincc 10 Elccr Wcincr 

. .  

2 

. . . . . .. .. -. 
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G.Qxu!sION 
?lie Board saffs review revealed the Following item: 

The Committee claimed and received public fupIds for contributions deemed invalid for 

matching purposes (see Finding ldl). 

The Cornminee did not adequately disclose required contributor employment infomanion 

. - IO the Board (sa Finding 62). . . . . ~ .  ~. 

The Cornminee failed to file. by the deadline date, a financial diselosurc statr-mmttequkad 

by the Board (see Finding #3). 

The Cornminee may not have discloscdpayments made by consultanls to subcontracton on 
its disclosure statements. No action will be taken by theBoard at this time othn than to 

make this a papr of [he candidates record.wiih the B o d .  

Cornminee I O  Eleci Wciner 3 



1. INVALID CLAIMS - Overmymeat of Public Funds 

h’cw York City Administrative Code §3-703(I)(d) and $3-703( IXg) and CampaignFinance 

Board Rule 4-01 require each committee to maintain and provide to the Board records which 

demonstrate compliance with the Act. In addition, New York City Adminietretive Code $3- 
710(2)(a) and Campaign Finance Board Ru!e 5-03(f)(2) require committees to npay public funds 
promptly upon any dctemina;ion nude by the Board that a repayment i s  required pursuant to Ihe 
Act and this rule. Rule 5-0[(n) states that transfers to political committees not involved in the 

election and payments to other candidates or other political pm cornmimes, made on or ai9er 
January 12, 1996 char arc not reimbursed within 30 days, would be presumed to consist entirely of 
confn’butions claimed 10 be matchable and thnefore shall be deducted fiom the amount ofpublic 

funds the participant I S  otherwise eligible io receive. 

Tne Cornrnicrce claimed 541,051 in matchable contributions, of which S14,860 was 
inva!idated by the Board. Additionally, pursuant 10 Board R d e  5-01(n). $2.220 must be deducted 
for conhibations the Commirree made to orherpolizical cornminee3 (seeExhibit II), leaving S23,974 

In iota1 vaiid matchable conrributions. The Committee received $33,61 I in public funds which 

:xcecds iu total valid matchable contributions by $9,637. 

Recommendation #I 

Pursuant to New York City Administrative C ~ d r  $3-710(2)(a), the Committee must repay 

59,637 to the Fund or provide documentation to the Board to validate the matchable conmbutions 

deemed invalid. In [lie absence ofa satisfacloryrcsponsc. thismatter may bereferred to the Board’s 

lcgal unit  for appropriate acrion. 

Committee’$ Response 

T h e  Committee validated SI ,890 in additional matching claims. 

Cornmince (0 Efcci W a n e :  4 



WDOnSe 

The Committee must return $7,747 to the Board (See Exhibit I). 

2 .  prseLosuRl E - Missin$! 

New York City Administrative Code 13-703(6) and Campaign Fhmce Board Rule 3- 
03(c)(6) require that the contributor's occupation, employer, and business address be'nported for 
each contribution accepted aver $99, to the best ofthe campaign'sknowledge. Bcmd Rule4-02fi) 
rcquires that participants maintain a record of a11 good faith efforts made to ~ c e s t a i n  missing 

employment h-~fomation. The Committeedid notrepoflallof thereqlniredempbyKncnl infometion 
for 158 of 188 reported contributions in excess of $99, or 84% ofreported contributions. 

Recommendation #Z 

n e  Committet: must provide the Board with sll ofthc required employment information or 
document the Comrnitte's good faith cffonsto obfain the missing employment information. In the 
absence of a sarisfaciory response, this maner may be referred io the Board's legal unit for 
appropriate acrion. 

Committee's ResDon'g 

The Cornmittel: did not provide any additional infomation. 

. .  Board's Resnonse 

The Board asstrssca a $ 1  50 penalty for this violation. 

Cm,miitee to Elect Wcine: 



3. D1SCLOS:UW STATEMENTS - Failure to F 

New York City Administrative Code §3-703(6) and §3-708(8), and Campaign Finance Board 
kdes 1-09(a)(3) and 3-02 require committees to file disclowc statements on scheduled dates. 

The Committee filed the following statement idler the deadline date: 

Statement ?d Due I)& lbkxikd 
17 1/15/98 1120198 

t L Q % u d &  
5 days 

Recommendation 3 

' h e  Committee must include in any response an explanation as M why the above finding 
does not constitute 21 violation. In the absence ofa satisfactory response, thismtittcr may be referred 

IO the Boards legal unit for appropriate action. 

Committee's Response 

Thc Cornmirice did not respond to this finding. 

Board's Response 

T h e  Board did not asscss a penalty for this violndon. 

Cornmince IO Elect W m c r  6 



Appendix: TransactIan Wnmwy Repent 

Candidate: Welner, Anthony D (lD:Eg 
Oflice: 5 (Ctty Council) 
Election: 1897 

to 
so 

. .  
- .  



Candidate: Welnsr, Anthony D (lD:BB) 
W c o :  5 (tity Cound[) 
Election: 1987 

Page 4 of 4 

.~ ~ ~~ ~ 

sc 
SIS3.Fy39 

so 
$1,678 

a78 

$0 

OQ 

853.61 1 

............... ......... ............................... "... ................. $1 68,378 

1s bQuumart IO D u b u r u m W  

SUMOW' LiM I 1  ' J V ~  10 .......................................................................................... - ................................. ..... 1172.31 1 
. .  -- - .  

total unspent campalgn funds (Ilna 10 - line 20): (934%) mtlclt 



INSERT II 
Committee to Elect Weioer 

&ECEIm 
Duplicated Contributions (see Finding #2) 

DISBURS EMENTS: 
Disclosure statement # I 7  expcndirures 

(S 900) 

$3,306 



E X l t I B I t  I 
New York Clty Coinplgn Flnanca 
campaign finance Information S 

Detail Payment Repwtror 1891 G e ~ n l  Election 

Page 1 of 1 

Run: 14 Payment Qat.: 

Candidato: Weinsr, Anthony CJ (ID: 88) 
oilice: C i f y  Councii 
O I 6 t r G t :  48 

Statemant Cfalrncd InvllM ~ 3 r o s S  
Dare MatChoblO Claims MEltch8bb Payment - - 

3elail 
1_ 

7 (06mu~99r) 
8 (07115/1997) 

12 (09/19/1897) 
13 (10/03/1987) 

Total: 

Pr'mory hlatcha3Je Adjudrnenl: 

Net hGilchabl8. (Threshold Me,l ) 

:A a IC-? I P E FaCo r 

EXTENOED NET MATCHABLE: (Olfica Limit: 40,000) 

Wlhholdmg: 

-o!al Piawlour Payments and Adjustments: 

AMOUNT ELIGIELC: 

Amount Payable: 

RWmbLfSW F u n d  

scnaify DeductJon: 

PAYMENT DUE: 

T o m  Assessed Penellles: 0 

i o (8 i  Candidate Penally Paymenls' . 0 

T o l a i  Penally Dsclunions. 0 

Ou!stanoing P e n a l u s :  0 

N O R  .'N.lnoumg For 5-01 In1 

34.195 11,846 
8.939 1.125 

0 0 
0 0 

41.054 12,970 

41.0% 12,970 

- -- 
22270 

5.814 
0 
0 

28.064 

20,084 

- 33,811 

-__. -- 
(5.527) 

X 1 

0 

(7,747) 

0 

+ 0 

0 

0 

- .  
- .  
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Payee 
Name 

EXEIIBIT PI 
(See Findlop #I) 

Committee to Elect Weioer 

Pavrnen t Reduction IR ule 5-01hj.) 

Stmr / Sch 1 Pa / Seq 

Comm. To Elect J. Seminara l 4 / F /  1 1 3  

Friends of Addabbo I O I F I  1 1 6  

Friends of Jacob Gold 8 / F I 2 1 9  

Fnends of Karen Koslowiu 1 3 / F /  I / 1 

Friends of Mark Pormow 12 I F 1 3  I 5  

Fnends Mike Geller 7 t F / 8 1 6  

Liberal Party of N Y S  7/F/11 t 9  

Friends of Addabbo 1 2 I F i 3 1 3  

Total 

Amount 
Paid 

S 250 

250 

so 
250 

235 

125 

500 

a 
$2.220 

. .. 

'W TOTRL FRGE. la>** 


